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CURRENT TRENDS 


WEEK ENDING FEBRUARY 19TH 


The curve representing admissions to the sick list for all causes (see Fig. 1), contrary 
to the experience of 1943, has consistently fallen for the past 3 weeks. Even sharper has been 
the contrast between the 1944 and 1943 experience with the respiratory diseases. In spite of the 
addition of tonsillitis and pharyngitis acute to this group in 1944 the seasonal decrease for the 
respiratory infections is more rapid in 1944 than in 1943. The venereal disease rate, for the 


first time in 1944, has fallen below 30; it still, however, remains above the rate for the corres- 
ponding week of 1943. . 


Influenza and Catarrhal Fever. The downward trend of these infections has been con- 
sistent since the peak reached in the week ending Dec. 11, 1943. The rate of 201 for this 8th 
week of the year is well below that of the corresponding week for both 1942 and 1943. The high- 
est rate for the week was recorded for the 9th District and the lowest for the 7th District. The 
curve either flattened or turned downward in all Districts except the 8th and in this District the 
rise was but slight and on a curve of comparatively low level. 


Pneumonia--Broncho and Lobar. After 6 weeks with a rate around 6, the pneumonia 
rate for this week dropped to 5. This is below the rate for the 8th week in 1943 and approxi- 
mately the same as the rate for the corresponding week of 1942. The highest rate, 20, is again 
reported for the 13th District; the lowest rate, 1, for the 3rd District. 


Pneumonia, Atypical. For the fourth consecutive week the rate for atypical pneumonia 
remains about 4. Only for a short period of 4 weeks (in the month of December) did the rate rise 


above 4 throughout the whole year of 1948. It is therefore obvious that though the curve for this 
infection has flattened out it is still at a relatively high level. The rate for the corresponding 
week of 1943 was only 2. The highest rate was again reported by the 1ith District. Though the 
rate of 16 for the 11th District is high it represents a considerable drop from the peak rate of 


62 reported for this district for the week ending January 15. The 13th District reports no cases 
of this infection this week. 
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CURRENT TRENDS-- CONTD. 


Rheumatic Fever ‘Acute, Though the incidence of this infection is slightly less this week, 
the curve still stands at a comparatively high level. The 18th District reports a rate of 23, the 
highest for any District. The 7th District reports no cases. 


Scarlet Fever. The rate for scarlet fever has fallen for the 4th consecutive week and now 
stands at 14. This is, however, a rate well over the rates for the corresponding weeks of 1942 and 
1943 and just below the 4-week peak of 1943 (reached in December, 1943). The highest incidence 
was recorded in the 18th, 9th and 6th Districts, respectively. Though the rate of 44 in the 13th Dis- 
trict is high it represents a great improvement over the rate of 152 reported for that District for 
the week ending January 1, 1944. 

Cerebrospinal Fevér, Meningococcic. The incidence of this infection continues for the 
third week around 1. This rate remains intermediate between the lower rate of 1942 and the higher 
rate of 1943 for the 8th week of the year. The 9th Naval District reports the highest rate, 3. The 
7th and 12th Districts report no cases. 


Malaria. The curve for this infection, which had been decreasing for the past 3 weeks, 
leveled off this week with a rate of 3, well above the rates for the corresponding weeks of the years 
1942 and 1943. The highest rates are reported for the 11th and 12 Districts (almost 5 times any 
other District), the lowest for the 8th and 9th Districts. 


Measles. The rate for measles continues high, around 18. This rate, however, is still 
below the seasonal peak rate reported in 1942 and 1943. The highest rate, 39, is reported for the 
Sth District and the second highest rate, 30, for the 13th District. The 4th District reports no 
measles. 
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